HEEEEETPHNACEHER
Buddhism in the Scouting Movement
BZIAEM

Venerable Jue-duo

Good morning/afternoon/evening to all our dear scout leaders and our fellow
scouts, | would like to give a very warm welcome to you all!

My name is Venerable Jue Duo. | come from Taiwan where | am the Buddhist
monastic and for many years, a dedicated advisor within the scouting education.

Being here today has been a great honor and joy to join our fellow friends from
all around the world to share how Buddhism can enrich meaningfully towards the
scouting movement.

This gathering is more than a dialogue between religious tradition and
scouting, it is a meaningful meeting of spirituality and education.

Since the beginning, there has always been an inseparable relationship
between scouting and religion.

As we all know, Sir Robert Baden-Powell, the founder of the scouting
movement once said: “There is a higher power and it is the basis of Scouting.”

Besides this, he also emphasized that “There is a power in the world that
transcends human beings” , forming the very principle within the heart of the
scouting spirit.

Fundamentally, the Scouting movement serves its purpose to guide young
people towards their journey to achieve higher spiritual values.

With the strong connection between scouting and religion, they can
complement and enrich one another. There is an embodiment of commitment
within scouts to faith, to others, and to oneself that resonate deeply with the
Buddhist path of cultivation that reveals the vision of moral and spiritual growth.

Further, the Buddhist practice holds roots within the Three Acts of
Goodness, Four Givings and the Five Harmonies.
Venerable Master Hsing Yun, the founder of Fo Guang Shan proposed the core

practice of faith as The Three Acts of Goodness, Four Givings and Five Harmonies.



° The Three Acts of Goodness stand for: Do good deeds, speak good words
and think good thoughts, aligning with a scouts’  'Duty to self’ through mindful
self-development.

° Four Givings represent the effort of giving others confidence, joy, hope and
convenience, reflecting the duty of scouts to others through compassionate
actions.

° Lastly, the five harmonies represent harmony within oneself, harmony within
family, harmony between individuals, harmony in society and harmony in the
world. These fulfill the duty of scouts to God, that honor the spiritual
interconnectedness within all life.

These three major principles by Venerable Master Hsing Yun resonate deeply
with the three duties of scouts: 'Duty togod’ , ‘dutytoothers’ and 'dutyto
self’ . These interconnected responsibilities create the path to connect individuals,
community, society and the entire universe. These become practical guides for our
daily lives; while walking, standing, sitting or lying down, we can cultivate a
compassionate mindset for a better self that benefits towards all.

The Meaning of Religious Scouting ultimately is from Spiritual Education to
Global Peace

In our rapidly changing, multicultural world, young people need not only
practical skills, but inner stability and direction. Faith based scouting can provide
our youth with the ideal environment to cultivate these qualities for spiritual
development.

Religion does more than instruct us on  'how to do something’ , it
fundamentally guides us to understand ‘why we do it’ . The Buddhist spirit of

‘selflessness and altruism’ inspires scouts to expand their compassion and care
for society and nature, embodying the daily practice of ‘one good deed a day’ .

Through international exchanges, religious scouting can build bridges for the
understanding of other cultures and for a peaceful coexistence.

This enables our youth to diverse beliefs and to discover shared values and
common purpose.

Faith Becomes a Source of Strength through Personal Reflections



As both a monastic and Scout advisor, | have personally witnessed firsthand
how the Three Acts of Goodness education has transformed the lives of many
young people.

Some have learnt to communicate with their family members, restoring
harmony at home. Others have discovered the power of Buddhism during temple
programs, regaining their self-confidence with the support of Buddhist teachings.

After suffering a stroke, Venerable Master Hsing Yun' s first words were,

“Give everyone steamed buns. | hope everyone eats well.” His compassion and
concern for others embodies the very spirit of spiritual cultivation we hope Scouts
can learn and practice in their lives.

Finally, at the end, faith Makes Scouting More Complete.

Religion should not be a boundary that divides people, but rather a path to
help us discover the shared light within one another. Buddhism does not seek to

‘religionize’ scouting, but to provide a clearer direction, deeper compassion and
a stronger passion to serve society.

Moving forward, we can expand upon religious badge programs, strengthen
partnerships between temples and scout groups and facilitate global scouting
exchanges among Buddhist scouts to enable their discovery on the strength of
faith and the meaning of life through scouting.

We are all in one family.

May we continue to collaborate, communicate, and grow together through
Scouting efforts across the world, bringing peace and hope to the future.

Amitabha NAMASTE. Thank you all!
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