Child and Youth Safeguarding in WBSC

WBSC has a written Safe from Harm policy covering child and youth safeguarding that
meets the following criteria:

- ALWBSC members from NSO which is members of WOSM.

- Addresses different types of harm and abuse, including emotional, physical, sexual,
and neglect.

- Considers diversity and inclusion issues and any special needs of children and young
people in the WBSC.

- Is consistent with WOSM legal frameworks.
- Is approved by WBSC committee and reviewed regularly.
- Aligns with the World Safe from Harm Policy.

- For any complaints, kindly contact us at contact@worldbuddhistscout.org and we’ll
assist promptly.

Explanation of the status of the Organization on the criteria

Our Safe from Harm policy is designed to protect and support all members of the
Scouting community, from our youngest Joey Scouts at age 5 to our adult Rover Scouts
up to 26 years old. This policy aims to:

e Ensure a safe and inclusive environment that promotes growth and well-being.

e Address various forms of harm and abuse, including emotional, physical, sexual,
and neglect.

e Provide resources and training for leaders, volunteers, and staff to identify
potential risks and respond appropriately.

e Encourage open communication among members, parents, and guardians,
fostering trust and transparency.

e Create a culture of support, where members feel empowered to report concerns
and seek assistance.
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o Establish clear guidelines for handling safeguarding issues, including incident
reporting, investigation, and follow-up procedures.

¢ Maintain compliance with relevant legislation and align with national and
international Scouting policies.

While the World Buddhist Scout Council (WSBC) is committed to promoting Buddhism
within Scouting, it also prioritizes the safety and well-being of its members. Over the
past years, the WSBC has emphasized the importance of safeguarding measures that
address various forms of harm and abuse, including emotional, physical, and sexual
abuse, as well as neglect.

The WSBC has aligned its safeguarding policies with international best practices,
working in collaboration with organizations such as the World Organization of the Scout
Movement (WOSM) and the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts
(WAGGGS). Key initiatives and criteria have included:

¢ Regularly reviewing and updating safeguarding policies to ensure relevance and
effectiveness.

¢ Implementing the Safe from Harm Assessment Tool to evaluate and strengthen
safeguarding measures at all levels of the organization.

e Providing resources and training on topics such as online safety, identifying
scams, and choosing secure passwords.

¢ Encouraging a culture of respect, inclusivity, and open communication to
support the well-being of all members.

Below are the outlines safeguarding from youth 5- 26 years old:-

5-8 years old

As a Joey Scout, your safety is important. We have rules to keep you happy and
protected during your fun adventures with friends. Treat others kindly and respectfully.
Keep your bathing suit areas covered and don't look at others' private parts. If you feel
weird or uncomfortable, tell a Scout Leader or trusted adult. They will help you stay safe
while having a great time at Scouts. Always talk to a Scout Leader or trusted adult if you
have questions or need help.

8-11 years old

As a Cub Scout, you deserve to feel safe and have fun. Here are three important
statements to remember:



3.

4.

Be kind, friendly, and polite to everyone at Scouts.

Keep private body parts covered and don't look at others' private parts.

If you feel weird or uncomfortable, tell a trusted adult like a Scout Leader. They
will help you.

Always enjoy your time at Scouts and speak up if you need help or have questions.

11-14 years old

As a Scout, follow these guidelines for a safe and respectful experience:

1.
2.

3.

Respect others' space and boundaries both online and in person.

Build healthy relationships by being respectful and setting limits; seek help if
needed.

Speak up against any disrespectful behavior, whether online or within the Scout
community.

Protect yourself and fellow Scouts by being cautious when sharing personal
information online and adjusting privacy settings.

Be thoughtful about the information you find online; question its reliability and
impact on others.

15-18 years old

As a Venturer Scout, prioritize safety, respect, and critical thinking:

1.
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Seek consent and respect boundaries both online and in person.

Recognize, report, and address manipulation or control in relationships.
Reportinappropriate behaviour towards yourself or others to trusted adults.
Protect your online presence by being cautious of shared content and potential
risks.

Evaluate online information critically, considering its impact on yourself and
others.

18-26 years old

As a Rover Scout, lead by example and maintain a safe, respectful environment:
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Communicate openly and honestly, respecting boundaries in all relationships.
Prioritize ongoing, enthusiastic consent in personal relationships.

Educate yourself on online safety to foster a positive digital community.
Support fellow Scouts by reporting inappropriate behaviour or grooming.
Promote a positive online culture by reporting harmful content and standing
against cyberbullying.

Be a role model for younger Scouts and know how to address their concerns.

As trusted adult leader

As an adult leader, handle disclosures with empathy and support:



Listen actively and create a safe space for the youth.

Avoid leading the conversation or asking for additional details.

Appreciate their trust and offer continued support and resources.

Report concerns through appropriate channels and seek support for your well-
being.

For
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While the World Buddhist Scout Council has demonstrated its commitment to creating

a safe and nurturing environment for children and young people within the Scouting
Movement.

our organization demonstrates its commitment to promoting the physical, emotional,
and psychological safety of every Scout, enabling them to participate fully and
confidently in their scouting journey.



